CONCLUDING REMARKS

if the question were raised that the law, although well under-
stood, is misapplied, resort to intuition would again remove
all doubts.

In the light of the above it is easy to understand why the
Mohammedan doctors claim with great optimism that the
various bases used in deriving the law from the sharl'ah,
may all be reduced to the four bases of fiqh x previously
mentioned, and that the latter in turn are based on and jus-
tified by the Koran and the sunnah, the two primary and
genuine sources. Let us now critically inquire how true
this assertion is and how far the primary sources are re-
vealed, namely, how far they represent genuine records of
the Prophetic utterances and conduct, and how far the other
sources would in theory exclude external and, especially,
intellectual influences. In taking as our basis of compari-
son the revealed sources we must consider them in their en-
tirety, although it is a fact that they have gone through an
evolution considering that they have reached their comple-
tion only at the death of the Prophet, that is, in the course
of nearly a quarter of a century. Doubtless during this
long period external, that is, non-Arabian influences, have
made themselves felt, but their effect on the revealed sources
in the life-time of the Prophet has indeed been very insigni-
ficant, compared to what it has been on the Mohammedan
law since the Prophet's death.3 Then too, there is an added
reason for taking as our basis the revealed sources in their
entirety, because if we should pass the natural limit afforded
by the death of the Prophet, we would not know where to
stop, and our inquiry would have to be pushed far back
into preislamic history. Viewed from this standpoint, the
various bases of fiqh are as follows:

1 Cy. Taqrir, vol. ii, p. 212.

2 In Part III. we shall see to what influences the revealed sources have
been subject as regards finance.